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HOMICIDE IN THE UNITED STATES 

is necessary to a legal conviction in Texas and no errors, however, 
trivial, will be tolerated. All the sacred forms must be strictly ob- 
served or the results of the most carefully conducted trial will be set 
at naught, in spite of the most incontrovertible evidence of guilt. In 
most states proof that a burglarized house was occupied by one person 
is all that is required to identify the house. In this case the identity 
of the house was fully established by proof that it was occupied by five 
of the six persons named in the indictment, but this did not satisfy the 
court. To sustain a conviction the proof must show that it was occu- 
pied by all of the six. In the absence of this proof the court felt bound 
to conclude that no such house as that described in the indictment ex- 
isted; the burglary was, therefore, committed in an imaginary house, 
and the conviction of the burglar must be set aside. We doubt whether 
such a conclusion would be reached by the Supreme Court of any other 
state, and we are certain that it would be impossible in any civilized 
country of Europe. Such judicial logic as this is well calculated to 
excite popular contempt for the courts as instrumentalities for the ad- 
ministration of justice, foster disrespect for the law, and bring its admin- 
istration into disrepute. Is it to be wondered at that there is wide- 
spread complaint in Texas on account of the frequent miscarriage of 
justice? See the extract from the governor's message on another page 
(p. ) of this issue of the Journal. J. W. G. 

HOMICIDE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

From various parts of the country come reports of extraordinary 
crime "waves" indicating a shocking reign of lawlessness and an in- 
ability of the police to deal with the situation. In the city of New 
York crime is said to be flourishing to a degree never before equaled, 
and in Chicago the Camorra, together with labor union sluggers, have 
been terrorizing the inhabitants for months. Everywhere, especially 
in the large cities, the crimes of burglary and murder seem to be on the 
increase. The coroner of New York county reports that during the past 
year there were in the neighborhood of two hundred homicides in that 
city. According to the annual report of the chief clerk of the district 
attorney's office of New York City, 119 cases of homicide were investi- 
gated by the grand jury during the past year, but only 45 convictions 
resulted. Since 1901, 1,161 homicide cases have been investigated by 
grand juries in that city, but the report does not indicate the number 
of homicides actually committed. Only 382 of the perpetrators were 
convicted and punished. 

The report of the general superintendent of police of Chicago 
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HOMICIDE IN THE UNITED STATES 

shows that 202 homicides were committed in that city during the past 
year. Only one of the offenders was hung. Fifteen were sentenced 
to the penitentiary. The others were exonerated by the grand jury, 
acquitted, discharged or otherwise set free. For the satisfaction of 
those who maintain that the carrying of concealed weapons is directly 
responsible for the majority of homicides, it may be stated that 110 of 
the 202 killings took place by shooting. 

In the city of Louisville (population, 224,000) during the past 
year there were 47 cases of homicide and not a single murderer was 
hanged. The last biennial report of the attorney-general of Alabama 
contains the astonishing information that during the years 1908-1909 
630 cases of homicide were disposed of by the courts of that state and 
that since September 30, 1894, there have been 4,264 such cases. A 
member of the Tuscaloosa bar stated in a recent address before the 
Alabama Bar Association that more homicides were committed in one 
county of that state during the past year than were committed in all 
England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland combined. The report of the 
attorney-general of Texas for 1908-1909 states that there were 1,048 
indictments for murder in that state during the years 1909 and 1910. 
The report does not indicate the number of cases for which no indict- 
ments were found, which, it may be presumed, was very large. It 
would perhaps be a conservative estimate to say that the number of 
homicides actually committed in the state during this biennium was not 
far from two thousand. In Dallas county alone 56 murders were 
committed in one year, and only 23 indictments were found. Only one 
offender was convicted and he was let off with a sentence of five years 
in the penitentiary. In Harris county there were 57 murders and only 
two legal hangings. In Tarrant county there were 40 murders and not 
a single legal execution. We may well ask, with one of the Texas 
papers, "What is the matter with Texas justice ?" 

In North Carolina during the past year there were 141 homicides 
and in Ohio 191, and in each case a pitiful number of hangings. And 
so it goes throughout the Union. Everywhere murder is on the in- 
crease and the machinery of punitive justice unable to meet the situa- 
tion. 

In a recent letter to the New York Tribune, Dr. Andrew D. White 
says : "The annual statistics of crime published in the Chicago Tribune 
of December 31, 1910, which were gathered with the greatest care and 
conscientiousness, and which I have verified by careful study in mere 
than half the states of the Union during the last fifteen years, show 
that in the United States the number of homicides (by which term i9 
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meant, in all save a very few cases, murder) was during the year just 
closed 8,975, and that this is an increase of nearly 900 over the number 
during the year preceding. They also show that of the perpetrators of 
these homicides only one in 86 was capitally punished, as against one in 
74 during the year just preceding." 

For this reign of murder there are various causes and numerous 
remedies. One of the most potent preventives in our judgment is 
more swift and certain punishment of murderers. The idea some- 
times advanced that punishment is no deterrent to crime is contrary to 
reason and the teachings of experience. More and more the idea is 
spreading that maudlin sentimentality and mistaken leniency is one 
of the chief causes of the deplorable amount of lawlessness in this 
country. Dr. White, in the letter referred to above, declares that the 
pettifoggers, the sentimental philosophers and the "cranks" who disbe- 
lieve in anything like prompt and effective punishment have already 
produced an atmosphere in which thugs, anarchists, yeggmen, safe- 
blowers and members of the black hand fraternity find an admirable 
refuge and enjoy American hospitality. A reaction against the coddling 
tendency is bound to come sooner or later, and, as a well-known prison 
authority of New York has recently remarked, the potential law- 
breaker had better commit his crime now and take his punishment 
before the inevitable reaction against our present lenient methods 
sets in. 

One of the most serious dangers that confronts us is the general 
lack of respect for law and authority which has come to be a distin- 
guishing trait of American character. In this respect we suffer ter- 
ribly in comparison with English-speaking peoples in other parts of the 
world. The last annual report of the Howard Association of London 
tells us that during the past year there were only nineteen cases of 
murder in that city, with a population of 7,000,000 inhabitants, and 
that during the preceding year the number was only twelve. In the 
former year five of the nineteen murderers committed suicide, all of 
the others except four were arrested and were either convicted and 
executed or committed to the insane asylum, with the exception of 
one, who committed suicide while in prison and one who died while 
awaiting trial. And yet we are sometimes told by self-satisfied, though 
well-meaning persons, that no more law-abiding people are to be found 
in the world than ourselves, and that we have nothing to learn from 
England in regard to the methods of protecting society against crim- 
inals. But fortunately the number who cling to this view is becoming 
smaller with each passing year and well they may. J. W. G. 
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